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Developing Understanding of Language: Definition

Definition:

Understanding of language is
the ability to understand
words and language. It
involves getting information
and meaning from routine,
visual information in the
environment, sounds, words,
concepts and written
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Developing Understanding of Language: Targets

Some sample Developing Understanding targets for children in Early Years

Target: To follow

adult request to
| come to the toilet
3 out of 5 times,

with object and

picture support

Target: To follow
a one-part
instruction
- including a verb
(action) in the
home corner once
a day e.g. wash
the cup

Target: To join
circle time twice
a week, sitting on
her own cushion,

for 5 minutes

Target: To
identify nursery
staff by going to
them on a verbal
request, twice a

day

Target: To join in
1 action in a
familiar nursery
rhyme or story, 3
times a week

Target: To select
named object
from choice of 2 -

offered, 3 out of 5

times, in small
group activity



Developing Understanding of Language: Strategies

) -

Adults to reduce language and highlight key words

=
Visual supports e.g. gestures, facial expressions, symbols, props, toys
1
Visual timetables, countdown and timers to aid consistency
-
Adults narrating what the child is doing
.
Consistent nursery routines
1
Revisiting language/repetition of stories, rhymes, actions etc
L
Introduce and model language through group listening activities
]
Modelling actions that link to the words (squeeze, pat, roll, run, jump etc)
O

Breakdown language, such as instructions, into smaller parts
I



Developing Understanding of Language Activities
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