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Observations in a school or nursery setting
Name of child:


   


D.O. B:



 NHS NO:                                                                   Languages spoken:                                                  
Observer:






Role:

School/nursery:





Date:

This form should be completed based on what you observe, rather than on information other people have given to you. It is helpful to observe the child both within the more structured setting of the classroom as well as during break times or lunch time.

The prompts are there as guidance about what to look for. It is also important to record the quality of the child’s interaction, with examples where possible.
HOW WOULD YOU RATE THE CHILD’S PEER RELATIONSHIPS ON A SCALE OF 0 TO 10:

	Interest in other children:

	None at all





Very interested

0 ________________________________________ 10



	Response to other children’s approaches:

	Withdraws




Responds eagerly

0 ________________________________________ 10

	Group play with peers:


	None/Isolated




Enjoys / Participates

0 ________________________________________ 10

	Friendship with one or more children:

	Loner





Several close friends

0 ________________________________________ 10


	Social interaction 

	With other children 

	How does the child interact with other children? How do they initiate contact? Take turns? Respond to other children’s approaches? Share and co-operate?



	With adults 

	How does the child initiate social contact? Respond to familiar and less familiar adults? Respond to you as an observer? Make their needs known or request help? Follow instructions?



	What are the main differences between how the child interacts with adults and children?

Empathy 
Does the child show concern for others? If so, how? How do they respond to other’s emotions? (e.g. does the child laugh at someone else’s distress) How do they seek or give comfort to others?


	Understanding of Language

	How well do you feel they understand verbal directions (without cues from the context)?

Please give examples of directions followed.



	Verbal communication (include language and vocalisations used) 

	How does the child communicate with others? Can they hold a conversation? With adults? With other children? Are these reciprocal (to and fro)? Sustained? Do they use repetitive phrases or words? Is there any echolalia (repeating what they heard)? If yes, give examples.



	How does the child request help? Do they ask questions? Are these appropriate?



	What about their sense of humour? Does the child make jokes? What have they found funny during your observations?



	Do they give instructions to others? If yes, how?



	Non verbal Communication 

	Eye contact

	Does the child look at adults, other children, you? When? What about the frequency, duration, timing, quality? (e.g. staring, peripheral)



	Facial expression

	Describe the range of facial expressions the child uses e.g. surprise, embarrassment as well as happy, sad. Are the facial expressions appropriate to the situation?



	Body language/gesture

	What gestures does the child use? Do they point? What about observing appropriate personal space? Does the child get too close to others?



	Imagination and Flexibility 

	Does the child engage in any rituals, repetitive behaviours, obsessions? Give examples.


	Describe any imaginative or pretend play you observe 


	To what extent does the child appear flexible in their thinking?


	Classroom Activities

	What is the child’s concentration and attention like? How distractible? How does this vary between tasks? Is the child restless or fidgety?



	Do they take cues from the other children? How much verbal prompting is needed? Who do they show their work to?



	How different is the child during individual tasks, carpet time/group activities, assembly (if observed)?



	Play time

	Does the child join in with one or more children? Is the child solitary? Who initiates contact in play?



	What games does the child play? (chasing, pretend, co-operative games?)



	What is the child like with sharing, turn taking, following the rules of the games? Can they modify their behaviour when necessary?



	Other emotions and behaviours

	Note any aggression, self injuring or self mutilating behaviour. Does the child appear anxious or depressed?



	Describe any unusual mannerisms



	Does the child ‘stand out’ as different from his peers? If yes, how?



	Are they socially or academically avoidant? Give examples from your observations.



	Motor Skills

	Does the child have any co-ordination difficulties? How does the child manage PE - clumsy, awkward, agile?



	Sensory

	Has the child shown any sensitivity to noise, light, touch? Is there any tactile defensiveness? Give examples.



	What about the child’s response to pain?



	Do they have a sense of danger to self or to others?

Please give examples of steps taken to ensure safety.



	Does the child mouth or fiddle excessively with objects?



	Activity Level

	Does the child seem overactive at times? Underactive/passive at times?



	Does the child appear to act impulsively at times?



	1. HOW DOES THE CHILD’S ABILITY & ATTAINMENT COMPARE WITH PEERS?

WELL BELOW AVERAGE

BELOW AVERAGE

AVERAGE

ABOVE AVERAGE

WELL ABOVE AVERAGE

General level of ability

General level of attainment

Ability in reading

Ability in writing

Ability in maths

Ability in spelling

2. IS THE CHILD RECEIVING ANY EXTRA HELP?  IF SO, WHAT DOES THIS ENTAIL?

3. HOW DOES THE CHILD’S BEHAVIOUR IN SCHOOL COMPARE WITH PEERS?

MAJOR PROBLEM

MEDIUM PROBLEM

MINOR PROBLEM

NO PROBLEM

Butting into others’ conversation

Leaving seat without permission

Difficulty turntaking

Forgetfulness

Inability to listen to instructions

Blurting answers out of turn

Fidgeting or squirming

Excessive and inappropriate running

MAJOR PROBLEM

MEDIUM PROBLEM

MINOR PROBLEM

NO PROBLEM

Inability to complete task

Poor organisation

Careless errors in work

Excessively noisy in play

Excessive and inappropriate talking

Easily distracted

inability to sustain attention

Dislike of tasks requiring concentration

Losing things necessary for certain tasks – eg books

Excessive motor activity

4. HOW WOULD YOU RATE THE FOLLOWING?

WELL BELOW AVERAGE

BELOW AVERAGE

AVERAGE

ABOVE AVERAGE

WELL ABOVE AVERAGE

Self esteem / confidence

Response to rules and discipline

Attendance record

Additional comments:

In each of the following situations, please briefly describe how he/she has generally appeared / behaved in the last month.

It may help to consider how the child appears Intellectually, Emotionally, Socially and Behaviourally

When working independently:

When working with one-to-one with an adult:

When working in pairs /small groups with other children:

When working in larger group / whole class:

During carpet time / circle time:

During break time / lunch time:

5. WHAT STRATEGIES HAVE BEEN TRIED WITH THIS CHILD?  WHAT HAS WORKED?

Other

	What has the child been particularly good at doing during your observations? Has anything surprised you?

How would you describe overall attainment and ability? 



	Support in Place

	What support is in place  Is there an EHCP?(please summarise if possible)

What strategies have helped/are helping?
What other services are in place? 
SLT
EY SEND Advisor

OT
EP
Other

	Any other comments or observations?
Please include any concerns about the child’s anxiety and any relevant information about the family including safeguarding.




Thank you for completing this form.

Please return this form to: Intake Co-ordinator
Child Development Team, Westgate House 3rd Floor, Edgware Community Hospital, Edgware, HA8 0AD
Or email to: rf-tr.childdevreferrals@nhs.net
(This form has been adapted from guidance developed in Nottingham 2004).
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