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Aims

. To explore what Oracy is

. To review evidence based practice and practice based evidence
regarding Oracy in the classroom

. To consider how to assess Oracy



Nhat is oracy?

engage with others through spoken language.

{ Oracy is the ability to articulate ideas, develop understanding and J




Why Oracy? High-quality talk in schools can have a
profound impact upon children’s cognition and

learning

Attainment scores in English, Mathematics & Science

The retention of subject specific knowledge

Oracy across the
Improved verbal, non-verbal and quantitative reasoning Welsh curriculum

Transferring comprehension and reasoning skills to other areas Aresearch-based review: key princies

and recommendations for teachers

Enhanced communication for pupils with SEND

Lite ra cy July 2018

Oracy Cambridge
For references and further information »




High-quality talk in schools can have a profound
impact upon children’s social and emotional

development

Self esteem/Self confidence

Engagement and on task focus

Social development/Peer interactions

Emotional intelligence

Empathy

Ability to handle stress

BEHIND

Oracy across the
Welsh curriculum

P> WHOLEHearfed




And an impact upon...

in Our Schools

Will Millard and Loic Menzies

-

Q

E The State of Speaking
O

* Language and communication
* Civic engagement and empowerment

* Employment opportunities
* Economic circumstances
* Social disadvantage




Quiz: Speech Language and Communication
Needs



Oracy across the

Welsh curriculum

General principles for schools

A research-based review: key principles

and recommendations for teachers

Professor Neil Mercer and Dr James Mannion

Hughes Hall, University of Cambridge

Practical steps for
school leaders

July 2018

Oracy Combridge &

EAS T

Llywodvaeth Cyrn«
fnm yﬂamld’w)
Welsh Governmen

Practical steps for
teachers and
Focus for today Support Staff

Mercer & Manion, 2018



e \What the research says

teachers and
support staff

1. Make oracy visible in the classroom and in your practice
2. Teach talk skills for group work and collaborative learning:

Exploratory Talk
3. Teach public speaking skills and presentation skills separately

4. Teach listening skills
5. Make meaningful use of Oracy assessment

Mercer & Manion, 2018



your practice

The Oracy Framework

Use the oracy framework to understand the
physical, linguistic, cognitive, and social
and emotional skills that enable successful
discussion, inspiring speech and effective

communication.

D

Voice

- Pace of speaking

- Tonal variation

- Clarity of pronunciation
- Voice projection

Body language

Gesture & posture
Facial expression & eye contact

® Linguistic

Vocabulary

Appropriate vocabulary choice

Language

Register
Grammar

Rhetorical techniques

Rhetorical techniques such as
metaphor, humour, irony & mimicry

D1 ESlped IF S~ IREh R ME Cresy Lamaie Snise 2 3peratas e5 ar arjentatas Urder 1A Schan 91 koLndatas

ar37) & erad chary I =nalendd are Walad 10 rator wber 1505

1. Make oracy visible in the classroom and in

Working with others

- Guiding or managing interactions
- Turn-taking

Listening & responding

- Listening actively & responding
appropriataly

Confidence in speaking

- Self agsurance
- Liveliness & flair

Audience awareness

- Taking account of level of
understanding of the audience




Example: Teaching the cognitive strand: Structure
and organisation of talk: Talk Tactics

Talk Tacf ics Talk tactics encourage students to think strategically

about their contributions to group talk

/ Instigate \

Prasam an idea or open
up A& new ne of anguiry

Start by saying:
- | would e to start by saying.

- I,

— We haven't yet talked about .

/ Clarify \

Asking questions to make
things clearer and check
your understanding

Start by saying:
- SO are you saying, .. 7

- Does that mean., .. 7

~ Can you clarify what you maan by?

probe )

Dig desapar, ask for
evidence or justfication
of ideas

Start by saying:

- Why do you think. . .7

- What evigencs do you have to
support X ea?

- Could yOu provice an axampis?

Probe

—

dentify and recap the
maen ideas

Start by saying:
- So far we have talkked abount..

— The man poirts mised today were.

- Owur dscusson focused on. ..

/ Challcnqc\

Disagres or presant an
altermative argument

Start by saying:

- | d=sagres because. .
- To chalenge you X, | think...

— | understand your pont of wenw,
but have you thought about. .. 7

-
‘& sl )

Deaveiop, add 10 or
claborate on an idea.

Start by saying:
- Bwidng on X's ioaa

= | agresa and would Sk 1o ada

- X's ldaa made me think

I

Campary &
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Example: Teaching the linguistic strand:
Descriptive vocabulary

Oracy home (fearning challenge

Reflecting on how we feel

Sometimes it can be hard to describe how we are feeling. especially if we
are feeling a mixture of different emotions all at the same time.

We might need something like a picture, story or film to get us talking.

As more children return to school this week, use the Blob Tree picture to
help you reflect on how you're feeling at the moment.

Take a look at all the people on this Blob Tree:
£ What do you notice them doing?
El How do you think they are feeling?

- - -
’ LI ngu lStlc - Thinking about school at the moment:
- Which blob person (or people) do you feel most like?
- Why do they best show how you're feeling at the moment?
Vocabulary = ° Which blob people might show how your classmates, teachers or
T family might be feeling at the moment?
- Appropriate vocabulary choice > ¢
You might want to use some of the following adjectives in your answer:

Language . - s =
- Register R . 3
; | -f T L oror o =

- Grammar

Rhetorical techniques

- Rhetorical techniques such as
metaphor, humour, irony & mimicry




Key publications outlining age related expectations
for children’s speaking and listening skills (Oracy)

(4 -

The Communication Trust
Every child understood

Universally
Speaking

The ages and stages of children’s
communication development

From 5 to 11 years

Children’s oracy skills should be fostered and

promoted through first-hand sensory

experiences. Speaking, listening and viewing

activities in the Foundation Phase should

enable children to make progress in their

ability to:

* make themselves understood

¢ listen to and carry out instructions

* Use appropriate language in spontaneous and
structured play activities and when conveying
meaning

* view and listen carefully to a variety of visual
and audio-visual stimuli

o listen to a variety of stories, traditional folk
tales and poems from Wales and around the
world

o listen and respond appropriately and effectively,
with growing attention and concentration

* build on previous experience, speak confidently,
and make themselves clear by:
- organising what they say
- choosing words deliberately
- relating their contributions in discussion to
what has gone on before by taking similar/
different views into account, using the
conventions of discussion and conversation
o speak clearly, with appropriate intonation in
their own accents, modifying their talk to the
requirements of the audience
o recognise the importance of clarity, fluency
and interest in effective communication
¢ in their explanations, descriptions and
narratives, incorporate relevant detail and
identify what is essential
¢ understand that there is variety in the
language they hear around them
* adopt a role, making a conscious use of
movement, gesture and speech using language
appropriate to a role or situation
o respond to drama they have watched, as well
as that in which they have participated.




2. Teach talk skills for group work and
collaborative learning

1. Teachers must raise
awareness of why children
are being asked to work in
groups so that they
appreciate the potential
value of talk for learning.

2. Teach children and YP how
to engage in the kind of
reasoned discussion which
iTs I|<known as Exploratory

alk.

Taken from Mercer, Manion 2018




Exploratory Talk

*There is a sense of collaboration and shared purpose. This could be
trying to reach a shared agreement or solve a problem.

* Contributions are treated with respect.
* Students offer reasons for their opinions.

 Students are not afraid to politely challenge, question, or probe each
others ideas.

* You might hear: “ To challenge what you said ”; “Do you mean”; “How
about”; “Linking to what X said”; “Is it like when”.

Mercer, 2008 (taken from Gaunt & Stott, 2019)



Disputational Talk

*There is a lot of disagreement and everyone makes their own
decisions.

* There are few attempts to pool resources, or to offer constructive
criticism.

* There are often a lot of interactions of the ‘Yes it is!l — No it’s not!’
kind.

* The atmosphere is competitive rather than cooperative.
* You might hear: “No, that’s not right; Anyway, back to what | said”.

Mercer, 2008 (taken from Gaunt & Stott, 2019)



Cumulative Talk

* Everyone simply accepts and agrees with what other people say.

* Children do use talk to share knowledge, but they do so in an
uncritical way.

* Children repeat and elaborate each others ideas, but they don’t
evaluate them carefully.

* You might hear: “Yes, also...”; “Yes | like what X said...”; “That’s
probably right”

Mercer, 2008 (taken from Gaunt & Stott, 2019)



What type of talk is happening in your
classroom?

* Why not observe the typical talk happening in your classroom. What
do you notice when you hear students discussing a question in small
groups?

* Look out for:
* How students position themselves in groups
* How students use their tone of voice and body language
* The balance of talk between individuals in the group

* The types of contributions being made: do students build on, challenge or
guestion what others have said?

* Whether they are able to come to an agreement as a group

Taken from Gaunt & Stott 2019



Evidence based practice: For Exploratory Talk to be
taken up and used by students research suggests
that teachers need to:

1. Model and guide children’s use of
language for reasoning. They should ask
children to give reasons to support their
views, engage them in extended discussions
of topics, and encourage them to see what
makes discussion productive.

2. Establish a set of ‘Ground Rules’ for
generating Exploratory Talk during group
work, building on children’s own awareness
of what makes a good discussion.

The development S
of Oracy skills in

Taken from Cambridge University
Press, 2018




Model and Guide: Teacher Talk Tactics

Teacher Talk Tactics scarows classroom dialogue, promoting educationally

productive talk. Teachers have two additional tactics to empiloy in order to foster high-quality

talk for learning.

Instigate: Invite Instigation:

- Let's start the cscussion by...
+ Has anyone considered
» Let's think about...

= Who woulc like to begin cur
ciscussion...?

- Deoes anyone have another idea...?

= Would anybody like to share a
cdferent point?

Instigate
Present an idea or
cpen up a new line

of enqury.

I

Instiga

Probe: Invite probing:
* Why do you think...? » Would anyone like to probe what X

» Coculd you provicde an sald?
probe example of...7 = Who would like to ask a probing
= How do you know question?
Dig deeper, ask ‘or

that? = Does this remind you of anything
Gy Cance or we've leamed be‘ore?
justfication of
ideas.

Challenge: Invite challenge:
+ Have you considerec...? Would anybody like to challenge

ch + You menticned X but what X's icea?
about...? = Does anybcay have a counter
a"e“ﬂe * What if._.? argument?
Disagree or

= Who disagrees with that point?
present an
alternative
argument Challenge

Clarify: Invite elartication

» So are you saying...7

» Could anybody clarify what X is saying?
» Let me get this right,

* Would anybody like to ask a clarifying
clarify what you're saying is...? question?
3 = Can you clarify what » Could | just check your understanding
Asking questions to you mean by...? X7
maxe things clearer
and check your
understanding Clartfy

Summarlse: Invite summary

= So far we have talked about... = Can anybody summarise the man

= The main points raised today were... points so far?
= To summarse X's idea? » Could you summarse what X s
saying?

= Who can recap the main iceas?

Summarise
identi‘y ana recap
the main iceas.

Symmarise
Bulld: Invite bullding
* Buldng on X's dea... » Woula anybody like to bullc on X's

+ X's i«dea made me think... dea?
B“"d + To develop X's Idea... J » Could you tell me more about..?
» Whno can tell me why they might agree
Develop, adc to Y g id

with X7
or elaborate on an
idea.

Additional moves:

E H

* I'm not sure | agree with that so I'm gong to challenge X's icea...
- 1 am going to clarify X's peint to check I've understood comrectly...
Modgl - It would be a goed idea to summarise the points so far to help us move

forward...
Articulate the - 1 am gong to refer to X to provice evidence for my point.._.
thought processes

underpinning talk.

H

Mark

» That's an mportant point.
- Dic everycone hear what X just saic? How coes that help move us on?
Mark - Dic you notice how X just probed X's idea?
= What cid X say to chalienge X's idea politely?
Highlight an
mportant idea or
type of

cenrouton . N

rosbock Michaels et 3l Z016)

registenad coartty n England asd Wires Coarity rnusrber 1152872 | Comparny 08185798



Ground rules / Discussion guidelines

N DISCUSSION
- Everyone should be invited to speak GUIDELINES

- Everyone should listen carefully
- We will ask for, and give, reasons WE GIVE PROOF OF LISTENING
- We can agree or disagree 2
- Everyone respects what is said in the e WE RESPECT OTHERS' IDEAS
group WE BUILD, CHALLENGE, SUMMARISE, ™
. CLARIFY, AND PROBE EACH OTHER'S IDEAS  ,,
- We will share what we know

) WE ARE PREPARED TO CHANGE OUR MIND
L

WE INVITE OTHERS INTO OUR DISCUSSION Q
\2

é WE TRY TO REACH A SHARED AGREEMENT

Taken from Cambridge University Press, 2018




Discussion guidelines: Traffic light pebbles

Discussion guidelines: traffic light pebbles

Name:

4. No-one

1.

1. Talkk together and colowur: We will take

2. We will iry to 3. Everyone can
tumns fo talk reach a shared must do what change
e Green = good ideas and o fstan agreement the leader says their mind

e Orange = nof sure
e Red = not good ideas

5. Everyone will
talk as loud as
they can

7. We will listen
and think about
each other’s ideas

&. We will iry to
get along with
each other

2. Talk together and decide:

e Choose 4 green ideas
e We choose numbers:

9. We think it's
best to share our
thoughts

10. The person who's
writing chooses what
happens

8. We will ask
for reasons

3. Make up two good ideas of
your own. Write them below:

e = T

13. The person
who speaks

first will decide
what to do

11. If people find it
hard to join in, we
can ignore them

12. We will keep
our ideas quiet so
no-one can copy

16. We will make
group decisions
that we can all
agree 1o

15. We are
frying to beat
each other in
our group

14. We understand
that talking is thinking
aloud together

\ / \ / OIAOCQ Co[*ﬂbrl(jg@ 4% © Lyn Dawes, 2018

2 B



How to develop independent student discussion:
Setting clear objectives: Talk Tactics

Talk Tacf ics Talk tactics encourage students to think strategically

about their contributions to group talk

/ Instigate \

Prasam an idea or open
up A& new ne of anguiry

Start by saying:
- | would e to start by saying.

- I,

— We haven't yet talked about .

/ Clarify \

Asking questions to make
things clearer and check
your understanding

Start by saying:
- SO are you saying, .. 7

- Does that mean., .. 7

~ Can you clarify what you maan by?

probe )

Dig desapar, ask for
evidence or justfication
of ideas

Start by saying:

- Why do you think. . .7

- What evigencs do you have to
support X ea?

- Could yOu provice an axampis?

Probe

—

dentify and recap the
maen ideas

Start by saying:
- So far we have talkked abount..

— The man poirts mised today were.

- Owur dscusson focused on. ..

/ Challcnqc\

Disagres or presant an
altermative argument

Start by saying:

- | d=sagres because. .
- To chalenge you X, | think...

— | understand your pont of wenw,
but have you thought about. .. 7

-
‘& sl )

Deaveiop, add 10 or
claborate on an idea.

Start by saying:
- Bwidng on X's ioaa

= | agresa and would Sk 1o ada

- X's ldaa made me think

I

Campary &
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Orcy home fearning challenge

Talking point

This week, Elon Musk became the richest person in the
world. He is now thought to be worth more than $185
billion!

e You can read more about this story here.

e Listen to US Representative. Alexandria
Ocasio-Cortez. calling out billionaires.

e Read about the philanthropy of some of the world’s
wealthiest individuals.

~

Discuss the following statement at home or online with your classmates:
Billionaires shouldn’t exist

Talk tactics you can use in the discussion:

Instigator @@ Builder Challenger
In my opinion... 1 agree and would like to add.. | disagree, because...
| think... Your point made me think... To challenge you, | think...




Talking points: Key objective ask for and give
reasons

1. Romeo And Juliet

* Rivalry between the Montagues and Capulets is continued only by the men of the families.
« The Prince is sure that making threats will end the violence.

« Benvolio gives a truthful account of what started the fight.

« Tybalt calls Benvolio a coward; he is right.

« Romeo would be happier if he took up sport or spent time studying — he is just bored.
2. Magnets

* Magnets have poles.

« The north pole of a magnet points north.

 Magnets always point in the same direction if free to move.

*  You can make magnetism from electricity, and electricity from magnetism.

« Magnets don’t work under water.

* If you cut a magnet in half, you get two magnets.

Taken from Dawes, 2013



Groupings Pair Fishbowl

; . Talk to a partner Similar to an onion, but the
Different groupings support o2 people in the inner circle face each
different types of talk other while the people on the

outer circle observe the inner
circle’s discussion.

Trios

Talk with two other people. Alternatively, talk
to a partner while a third person listens in and
summarises or critiques the discussion. Or
two people talk and the third listens in to
summarise and critique the discussion.
@ Circle Nest

Groups of six or more people face
each other in a circle. You can step
inside the circle, one at a time, to
speak to the whole group. O nion

Stand apart from each other and
whisper your ideas to yourself.

Form an inner circle and an outer
circle. If you're in the inner circle

Traverse stand back to back, facing a

: . . rtner on the outer circle. Speak
Stand in two parallel lines opposite a p{ao a new partner by rotatingpth =
partner. Change partners by moving one nnerorouterakoic
person down to the other end of the line. &




3. Teach public speaking and presentation

skills

Taken from Gaunt & Stott (2019)

Exploratory

Strand
Physical

Linguistic

Cognitive

Social and
Emotional

Students face
each other and

demonstrate open

body language

Students use
appropriate
vocabulary

Students give
reasons to
support their
views

Students ensure
that everybody
has a chance to
speak

Presentational

Strand
Physical

Linguistic

Cognitive

Social and
Emotional

Students project
their voices,
speaking loudly and
clearly

Students adopt a
formal register

The information
included is relevant
and clearly
explained

The content of the
presentation is
adapted for the
audience



Oracy home [earning challenge

Talk to explain

Meet Otto the alien from outer space. He’s never been to earth before and has
no idea what anything is or how anything works.

Think of a simple activity you do every day. It could be tying your shoelaces,
feeding your pet or eating your dinner.

Can you explain to Otto what you’re doing and why in 60 seconds or less?

Complete the challenge live or create a short video to share with your teacher

-

Don’t forget to think about the ﬁ Physical: How can you use gestures or actions to support your explanation?

Oracy Framework in your

explanation! Linguistic: How will you ensure Otto understands any key words or phrases in your
explanation?

Cognitive: What are the most important points to include in your explanation?

@ Social and emotional: How can you reassure Otto?
k- o




Talk to persuade

Over the last few weeks, it has been heartening to see pictures of people receiving the
Covid-19 vaccine. However, some people are still worried about the vaccination.

These kids made compelling and incredibly persuasive videos to encourage their
grandparents to take the vaccine.

You have been chosen by the local council to produce a video to help with their public awareness raising campaign on the

benefits and safety of the vaccine.

Create a short video (up to five minutes) outlining the benefits and addressing the risks to persuade those who might be

hesitant to take the vaccine.

Don’t forget to think about the
Oracy Framework in your
explanation!

Top Tip: If you speak
another language at
home, why not use this
language in your video?

0000

Physical: How can you adopt a reassuring tone of voice?

Linguistic: What persuasive words and phrases will you include?

Coagnitive: What compelling arguments can you give to encourage vaccine uptake?

Social and emotional: How will you adapt your speech to the needs of your
audience?




4. Teach listening skills

Strand

Physical Facing the speaker
Making eye contact
Remaining calm and trying not to distract

Linguistic Paraphrasing

Cognitive Summarising
Asking questions
Building on what has been said

Social and Smiling

Emotional Nodding
Offering words of encouragement
Reacting and refocusing (for example laughing when a
speaker says something amusing, then refocusing on what
they are saying).

Taken from Gaunt & Stott (2019)



Listening ladder

Summarising the speakers ideas

Asking questions that dig deeper

Asking questions to clarify understanding

Reacting and refocusing

Offering nods or short words of encouragement

Giving eye contact to the speaker

Being calm and not distracting

Giving 100 per cent of their focus to the person speaking

Taken from:
https://voice21.org/wp-cont
ent/uploads/2020/11/Voice-
21-Listening-Ladder.pdf

Listening Ladder

The Listening Ladder sets out the various listening
skills and orders them in terms of complexity. It can be
usad 1o support students 1o reflect on their discussion
and to set targets for which rung the have and want to
reach

Summarising the
speaker’s ideas

Asking questions
that dig deeper

Asking questions to
clanfy understanding

Reacting and
refocusing

Offering nods or
short words of
encouragement

Giving eye
contact to the
speaker

Being calm and still

Giving 100% of
their focus to the

person speaking




Talk detectives as a listening tool

Talk detectives!
Ta | k d ete Ct |Ve S g Mystery to solve: what does good oracy look like?
* https://www.yo o s

- Are they speaking loudly and

utube.com/watc T ey
. - Are they using hand gestures?
h?v=juR87aAg4v

M Cognitive

Jvi - Are they giving reasons for their
opinions?

-  Are they asking questions?

Linguistic
- Are they using ambitious

vocabulary?

Social and Emotional
@ - Are they tracking the speaker?
-  Are they making sure everyone gets
a turn to speak?


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=juR87aAg4vM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=juR87aAg4vM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=juR87aAg4vM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=juR87aAg4vM

5. Make meaningful use of oracy assessment

Children Teacher Parents Stakeholders

To know what they are To assess an individual To understand their To monitor school
doing well and how to child’s progress over time child’s progress and how performance and make
improve furtner and intervene to support them comparisons between
outcomes in different
To make comparisons cohorts, schools
between students, education systems

classes, cohorts

Task related expectations

Age related expectations
Taken from Gaunt & Stott, 2019



Oracy Assessment Toolkit (for Year 7)

TALKING POINTS
> https://sms.cam.ac.uk/media/1830549
Focus for today

https://sms.cam.ac.uk/media/1830643

LEGO TASK
* https://sms.cam.ac.uk/media/1831242

* https://sms.cam.ac.uk/media/1831262

e https://sms.cam.ac.uk/media/1831410

PRESENTATION TASK
* https://sms.cam.ac.uk/media/1830304

* https://sms.cam.ac.uk/media/1830524

Taken from https://www.educ.cam.ac.uk/research/programmes/oracytoolkit/


https://sms.cam.ac.uk/media/1830549
https://sms.cam.ac.uk/media/1830643
https://sms.cam.ac.uk/media/1831242
https://sms.cam.ac.uk/media/1831262
https://sms.cam.ac.uk/media/1831410
https://sms.cam.ac.uk/media/1830304
https://sms.cam.ac.uk/media/1830524

Practical steps for S u m m a ry

teachers and
support staff

1. Make oracy visible in the classroom and in your practice
2. Teach talk skills for group work and collaborative learning:

Exploratory Talk
3. Teach public speaking and presentation skills separately

4. Teach listening skills
5. Make meaningful use of Oracy assessment

Taken from Mercer & Manion (2018)



Plenary and questions



Key Links

* Oracy Cambridge: https://oracycambridge.org
* Thinking Together: https://thinkingtogether.educ.cam.ac.uk

*\/oice 21: https://www.voice2lresources.org



https://oracycambridge.org/
https://thinkingtogether.educ.cam.ac.uk
https://www.voice21resources.org/
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